OASIS: JULY 23 - 29, 2026: PRINCIPLES #4: GROW - 2

“When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father
is honoured and glorified, and you show and
prove yourselves to be true followers of Mine.
You have not chosen Me, but | have chosen you
and | have appointed you [l have planted you],
that you might go and bear fruit and keep on
bearing, and that your fruit may be lasting [that it
may remain, abide],” John 15:8,16 (AMPC).

“When you bear (produce) much fruit, My Father is honoured and glorified, and you show and prove
yourselves to be true followers of Mine. You have not chosen Me, but | have chosen you and | have
appointed you [l have planted you], that you might go and bear fruit and keep on bearing, and that your fruit
may be lasting [that it may remain, abide],”" One of the greatest indicators of growth is fruitfulness.
A fruit tree is useless if it has no fruits. Indeed, Jesus Christ had to put a curse on one such fruit
tree that had all the indications of a fruit tree in season but had no fruit at the right season of
bearing fruits.2Human beings are not satisfied with life if they have no off-spring. So, they make
every effort to have one, and when they do, they jealously guard and guide the growth of their
children to ensure that they grow up to maturity, can also reproduce, and truly represent them
after their departure. And this is from the Almighty God, for He said, ‘be fruitful and multiply’ to
the first couple, and by implication to all human beings. And to the Israelites through whom He
wanted to showcase Himself, He said there shall be no barren person among them.®And in our
Key Verse for this week, it is His own making — He chose us and is Glorified when the Christian is
fruitful spiritually, and that fruit is nurtured to maturity to be able to be fruitful also - to ‘keep on
bearing’. So, it is a chain action that one leads to the other until His Will for His kingdom to be
established on earth, through the hearts of human beings is accomplished, and the end of this
phase of eternity will come.* Therefore, my dear reader, are you growing? Your fruitfulness is one
good indicator of your spiritual growth. What is more, it is a major proof that you belong to Jesus
Christ, who saved and redeemed you for this purpose.®

But the first direction of growth for the Christian is in knowing God. This knowledge of God is firstly
aboutWho He is —the Almighty, Creator, Omnipotent and Sovereign Deity, deserving of Allworship and
loyalty;® and secondly, knowing His expectations, hence the need for knowledge, recognition and
understanding’ This then helps and leads us into knowing what is pleasing and acceptable to Him,
through a focused and committed prayer, fellowship, and study of His Word.2 This requires intentional
and dedicated action, drawing on commitment submitted to the leadership and guidance of the Holy
Spirit.° One beauty of Christianity, and | must have shared this point before, is that, the Christian
journey is ALL God-Driven, from start to finish. The Almighty God is the One who so loved that He
gave His Only begotten Son to redeem a fallen and lost world. He too is the One who gives the
faith to believe and be saved and reconciled to Himself. And then He it is who gives the grace -
the unmerited favour made up of all the abilities we need to remain and flourish as His children.™
The only thing required of man [human beings], is to believe and maintain the faith that has being
given to us, using the abilities and resources that God Himself has provided." Is this not therefore
a wonderful and desirable journey? This is the reason it is the fault of human beings if they go to the
Lake of Fire and suffer eternal damnation and punishment with satan, the deceiver, through wilful
disobedience.

But you may ask, how do | grow and be fruitful? The first imperative is to accept the command given to
us, that was the focus of our meditation for last week.’® Then, go to the beginning of the chapter from
which the key verses was taken for this week. Here we are taught again the work of God the Father,
the Vine Dresser, and the Vine, Jesus Christ, God the Son, and the requirement of Christians as
branches. Hear Jesus Christ, “Dwell in Me, and I will dwell in you. [Live in Me, and I will live in you.] Just
as no branch can bear fruit of itself without abiding in (being vitally united to) the vine, neither can you bear
fruit unless you abide in Me. | am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in Me and I in him bears
much (abundant) fruit. However, apart from Me [cut off from vital union with Me] you can do nothing.”’ The
Christian is not a neutral, innocent, and helpless by-stander in the Christian journey. God did not make robots,
and does not force anyone to follow Him, otherwise no one will have the choice to behave and be anything other
than be a Christian. God created human beings in His Image and Likeness, and a vital aspect of this nature is
that human beings are given a WILL and Reason, and this was not taken away even after the Fall. The Will and
Reasoning ability of the devil was also not taken away after his rebellion led him and his supporters to be driven
away from serving the Almighty God." So, human beings exercise rationality and make decisions based on
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what they Will to do, outside pressures and persuasions notwithstanding. The final decision still rests with
the decision-maker; which is why each person will be held responsible and accountable for their
decisions and actions at the appropriate time.'® So itis in the spiritual walk, growth, and maturity, which |
call Progressive Sanctification of the Christian. And this must be seen as the Will of God for Christians."’

True, God oversees all that a child of God who has come to know Him do, because he has learned the principle
of submission and loyalty to God, the individual must still learn and know his responsibilities and obligations as
a child of the heavenly Kingdom. The Scripture, ‘God works in us to will and to do of His good pleasure,’ does
not make human beings robots."” He did not create one. God works in the individual who has come to
recognize and accepted Him as His Creator, Redeemer, Reconciler, and great Benefactor. In appreciation of all
of these investments in his life, he humbly submits to worship and serve this Great Lover of his soul.' People
who say that because of this statement, and the omnipotent nature of God, they leave everything to Him to make
them happen, misunderstand God, or are simply mischievous. Human beings, including Christians, are
rational beings who make decisions based on their desires and choices®. | would like to interpret the above
Scripture as, God prompts, motivates, and supports willing ones to fulfil the plans and purposes that are good
for their lives, and make them pleasing to God in the context of God’s overall plan and purpose for humanity.
Therefore, the writer of the Book of Hebrews admonishes, “So take a new grip with your tired hands and
strengthen your weak knees. Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak and lame
will not fall but become strong.”?' And again as the Scripture says, “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave,
be strong. Letall that you do be done with love.”** Yes, with love, not grudgingly, but with joy, counting yourself
fortunate to be accepted by God out of the billions on earth to belong to His Kingdom which lasts forever.
Commit yourself to this wonderful journey. Give your whole self to it; submitting to the Holy Spirit, your
loving and cheerful Teacher and Helper. Then you will make a good success of your life’s journey as a
Christian. You will bear fruits, and keep bearing and your fruits will remain, and you will bring glory to your
God, help and motivation to others, and joy and fulfilment to yourself.?®

Now, we know God and are known by God, we are to Grow and Be Fruitful!

Foave A God Centred And Focussed 2026.
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